Kate Salley Palmer was born and grew up in Orangeburg, SC.

In 1968 She graduated from the University of South Carolina with a major in Elementary Education.  That year she moved to Clemson, SC, to work as a staff artist at Clemson University.

In 1970, she married Jim Palmer, a Clemson Professor of Agronomy.

She started doing political cartoons for The Greenville News in 1975.

In 1976, Kate joined the Association of American Editorial Cartoonists and attended her first AAEC convention.  She and Etta Hulme, of The Fort Worth Star-Telegram, were the only two women cartoonists that year.  Kate's husband, Jim, became the first male member of the then-called "Ladies Auxillary".

In 1980, the (now renamed) Field Newspaper Syndicate began distributing Kate's cartoons nationwide.  In 1981, she received the Freedoms Foundation's George Washington medal for editorial cartooning. 

In 1984, she left The Greenville News and in 1985, her syndicate editor was fired.  She then turned to self-syndication, which was a big mistake.  She has no head for business.

Kate Palmer then began to study how to write and illustrate picture books.  

She illustrated “How Many feet in the Bed?” by Diane Hamm for Simon & Schuster in 1990, 

She wrote and illustrated “A Gracious Plenty” for Simon & Schuster that same year.   

Throughout the ‘90s, Kate illustrated more than twenty books for other publishers.  

In 1998, after “A Gracious Plenty” went out of print at Simon & Schuster, she and her husband, Jim, regained all the rights plus the actual films used to print the book; formed their own publishing company, Warbranch Press, Inc.; and republished the book in softcover.

Kate produced four more titles for Warbranch Press: “The Pink House;” The Little Chairs;” Palmetto: Symbol of Courage” and “Francis Marion and the Legend of the Swamp Fox” (which was illustrated by Jim & Kate’s son, James.)

In 2006, The Clemson University Digital Press published her memoir/cartoon retrospective, “Growing Up Cartoonist in the Baby Boom South.” 

But it was a school visit in Orangeburg, SC, that led to her latest book.  As she presented the “Swamp Fox” book to a group of third graders, a child asked her if there were any Black heroes of the American Revolution.  

The answer, of course, is, yes.  In fact, she found too many Black Patriots to put in one book. In 2008, after a couple of years of research and writing, she wrote and illustrated the book “Almost Invisible: Black Patriots of the American Revolution.”

At the 2009 South Carolina Book Festival, Kate was interviewed about “Almost Invisible” for C-SPAN’s Book TV.

Kate’s next book for Warbranch Press will be about the Native Americans of South Carolina.

